
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Good Practices in South-South and Triangular Cooperation in LDCs:  From the Istanbul 

Programme of Action (IPoA) to Building Forward Better  
 

CONCEPT NOTE 
 
 
I. Introduction  
 
This concept note provides an overview of the preparatory process and objective of the 
development of a special edition of “Good Practices in South-South and Triangular Cooperation 
in LDCs: From the Istanbul Programme of Action to Building Forward Better” publication. The 
publication will be launched at the Ministerial Meeting on South-South Cooperation to be held 
during the Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5) that will 
take place in Doha, Qatar, from 23 to 27 January 2022. The Ministerial Meeting on South-South 
Cooperation will be held from 10:00 to 13:00 on 25 January 2022 in the Qatar National 
Conference Centre. The meeting aims to: 1) take stock of best practices and success stories in 
scaling up South-South cooperation in the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action 
(IPoA), 2) identify initiatives and priority areas where South-South cooperation can generate 
impactful results in the next 10 years, and 3) explore ways and means to strengthen partnerships 
for achieving the goals and targets of the new programme of action for LDCs. Ministers from LDCs 
and development partners, senior representatives from UN system entities, specialized agencies, 
NGOs, as well as the private sector, academia and other stakeholders are expected to attend. 
The outcome of the meeting will be reported to the plenary of the LDC5.  
 
 
II. Background  
 
The IPoA for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020 was adopted by the Fourth 
UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries, in Istanbul, Turkey.  The overarching goal of the 
ten-year Programme was to overcome the structural challenges faced by LDCs  in order to eradicate 
poverty and achieve internationally agreed development goals and enable graduation from the least 
developed country category. This also includes other internationally agreed development goals, 
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including the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda and the Paris Agreement. While setting out goals and targets for the LDCs, the 
IPoA also laid out eight priority areas of action for LDCs where their development partners are 
expected to provide support and assistance. The IPoA also called for the realization of the 
potential of South-South cooperation in LDCs in areas such as human and productive capacity-
building, technical assistance and exchange of best practices.  

As the IPoA concluded in 2020, preparations are underway to organize the Fifth UN Conference on 
the LDCs which will be held in Doha, Qatar in January 2022. The 2022 conference is expected to 
undertake a comprehensive appraisal of the implementation of the IPoA; mobilize additional 
international support measures and action in favour of LDCs; and agree on a renewed partnership 
between LDCs and their development partners to overcome structural challenges, eradicate poverty, 
achieve internationally agreed development goals and enable graduation from the LDC category.  The 
new 10-year programme of action will be adopted at a critical time, falling within the remaining 10 
years of implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Sustainable 
Development Goals across the LDCs. While the international community will take stock of progress 
and challenges in LDCs over the past decade, it will also take into account the unprecedented, 
profound and disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on LDCs in all aspects of their social and economic 
development. .  

To ensure an inclusive and participatory process,  the LDC5 includes several tracks to engage all 
stakeholders including parliamentarians, civil society,  youth, and  the private Sector. It also 
incorporate a South-South cooperation track to review the contribution of South-South 
cooperation and deliberate on ways and means to scale up collaboration between LDCs and their 
southern partners to effectively address emerging challenges facing LDCs including the impacts 
of the COVID-19 and building back better.   
 
Given the above context, the United Nations Office of the High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and 
SIDS (UN-OHRLLS), the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) and the United 
Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) in collaboration with the Government of Qatar  are 
partnering together on the South-South Cooperation (SSC) track of LDC5. UN-OHRLLS is the UN’s focal 
point for LDC5 Conference preparations. UN-OHRLLS is mandated to mobilize support and 
coordinate the UN System and other stakeholders towards supporting implementation, coherent 
follow-up and monitoring of the Programme of Action (PoA) for LDCs at the country, regional and 
global levels. UNOSSC is the focal point to promote, coordinate and support South-South and 
triangular cooperation globally and within the United Nations System. It is a knowledge hub 
providing advisory and consulting services to all stakeholders on South-South and triangular 
cooperation to enable developing countries to effectively face their development challenges and 
harness opportunities to address them. UNCDF is the capital investment agency of the United 
Nations for the LDCs and operates in 39 LDCs. It offers “last mile” finance models that unlock 
public and private resources, especially at the domestic level, to reduce poverty and support local 
economic development. In addition, the Government of Qatar State is an active and committed 
partner in South-South cooperation. Its foreign policy is focused on enhancing cooperation 
between countries of the South.  It hosted the second South Summit of the Group of 77 and China 
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in Doha back in 2005. It chaired the Group of 77 and China in 2014 and most recently in 2021, it 
served as one of the Vice-Presidents for the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation. 
 
III. Mapping and Compilation of Good Practices in South-South and Triangular  Cooperation in 
LDCs 
 
The IPoA recognizes the important complementary role of South-South cooperation in its 
implementation, in areas such as human and productive capacity-building, technical assistance 
and exchange of good practices, particularly on issues relating to health, education, professional 
training, agriculture, environment, science and technology, trade and investment. The BAPA+40 
Outcome document call upon the United Nations Development System for the “sharing of good 
practices and experiences from the South, especially with the least developed countries….to 
address poverty eradication and sustainable development”.  
 
To this end, UNOSSC, UN-OHRLLS and UNCDF, in partnership with the Government of Qatar, aim 
to develop a special edition of “ Good Practices in South-South and Triangular Cooperation in 
LDCs: From the Istanbul Programme of Action to Building Back Better” publication. This special 
volume will have a particular focus on LDCs in mapping and sharing good practices centering on 
the IPoA priorities and the implementation of the SDGs in these countries while spotlighting the 
role of South-South and triangular cooperation in supporting sustainable development including 
relevant and scalable efforts in the context of COVID-19 pandemic recovery.  
 
This publication aims to demonstrate the potential of South-South and triangular cooperation in 
LDCs in accordance with its principles to attain the objectives of supporting national and regional 
development efforts, strengthening institutional and technical capacities and improving the 
exchange of experience and know-how. It also aims  to facilitate and promote peer and cross-
regional learning and collective efforts among LDCs and their development partners in addressing 
LDCs special development challenges and building resilience. While reviewing the role of South-
South and triangular cooperation in the implementation of the IPoA, this special edition will also 
include recommendations on areas of collaboration in the new priority areas of the next 
programme of action and serve as guidance in the  implementation of the next programme of 
action for LDCs to be adopted by LDC5.   
 
The publication will illustrate the central tenets of effective South-South and triangular 
cooperation; address transnational development challenges; highlight solutions that have been 
piloted and scaled up; and have tangible development outcomes, including relevant and scalable 
efforts in the context of COVID-19 pandemic recovery.  
 
This publication is expected to inspire governments, private sector and entrepreneurs, civil 
society and non-governmental organizations and citizens in general to adopt, improve and share 
the good practices that aim to contribute to the well-being for countries and communities in the 
Global South. 
 



To develop this special edition, the three partner agencies would invite Member States , UN 
agencies, and partner organizations to submit their South-South and triangular cooperation good 
practices, that have supported/ contributed toward the implementation of the IPoA and the SDGs 
in LDCs.  
 
The good practices and initiatives should center on the eight priority areas of action laid out in 
the IPoA. These areas include productive capacity; agriculture, food security and rural 
development; trade; commodities; human and social development; multiple crises and other 
emerging challenges; mobilizing financial resources for development and capacity-building; and 
good governance at all levels.   
 
Submissions can also cover initiatives such as scaling up of successful development policies,  
practices, knowledge sharing and transfer of technology, innovative financing mechanisms 
and are playing an increasingly important role in addressing the development challenges of LDCs. 
 
The publication will seek to inform the discussion under the South-South cooperation track in 
LDC5. While reviewing contribution of South-South and triangular cooperation by promoting 
good practices and policy initiatives, it will also identify areas to further strengthen and renew 
partnerships and  ways and means to scale up South-South cooperation in the new programme 
of action for LDCs.  
 
 
 
 


