
waste separation at home

waste if mixed, resources if separated

BENEFITS OF WASTE SEPARATION

Increased resource recovery

Creation of jobs

Decreased pollution

Conservation and sustainable 
management of natural resources 

Different waste materials are collected in separate bins. 
Organic waste can be composted or turned into biogas. 
Inorganic waste like metals, plastic and paper can be 
collected and processed in a resource recovery plant.

SAVING THE WORLd starts with you
Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



AVERAGE WASTE GENERATED 
PER PERSON GLOBALLY 

MY waste, our wealth

  

IT WAS ONCE WASTE, ITS NOW OUR WEALTH

We benefit from a cleaner environment with healthier ecosystems
because it means improved quality of life for all with minimal
pollution of our air, land and water.

d
0.74   
kg per ay 

WE ALL GENERATE WASTE, WE CAN ALL BENEFIT FROM IT!

By adopting the 5Rs
By separating household waste

By participating in municipal clean up days

By taking initiative, for example engaging
your local government representative in waste
management issues and raising awareness 
for existing problems.

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 

How can my community convert waste to wealth?



be responsible for your waste!

ood say not to f waste!

IS IT REALLY WASTE?

QUICK
TIPS!

be a part of the solution:

rethink!
Most of the items we throw away, are actually not waste but
resources. For example, a glass bottle can be reused to store

drinking water and can last for many years. Plastic bottles
can be used as raw materials to manufacture clothes

Avoid overstocking on perishable food when shopping

Left-over left food is a precious resource. It can be used
to create clean energy and organic fertilizer!

Biogas and composting plants are low-cost technologies
that transform organic waste into environmentally
friendly resources

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 

0.74   



be generous and save the planet!

what can i reuse?
QUICK
TIPS!

Gift clothes, books and toys that have been outgrown to 
friends and family!

Broken items can be repaired and reused. Repurpose old 
household items! 

choose second hand clothes and items when shopping 
instead of brand new ones

be a part of the solution:

re-use! mitumba vendors by ninara on flickr

Reusing a “waste” item means that you do not have to buy a new product to 
replace it. It can be used again for the same function or be reused for an 

entirely different purpose.  In this way you reduce the amount of waste you 
generate and save money as well as energy and resources that

would have been used to make a new product

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



minimise waste by choosing wisely

how can i reduce my waste?
QUICK
TIPS!

p lbe a art of the so ution:

reduce!
DO YOU 
REALLY 

NEED IT?

Cook at home and pack leftover food for lunch instead of
buying takeaway. This will minimise plastic and food waste
and save you money!

Get a reusable bottle and carry your water around instead
of buying water in plastic bottles all the time.

r

 

We all should be more careful regarding the waste we generate. 
How many times do we buy items that we do not need?

When buying something, it is important to consider whether you
eally need it, how it was produced, what its environmental impact 

is, and how it will be disposed.

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



recycle today for a better tomorrow

saving the world starts WITH YOU

benefits of recycling

artists using waste plastics to make beads and jewellery 

Recycling means that a “waste” product is remade into either the same 
product or something different. For example, used paper can be converted 
back into ‘fresh’ paper. plastic can be converted to synthetic threads, fence 

posts, beads and jewellery

Saves landfill space and in that way reduces
environmental impact

Recovers material that was used to make the
product reducing demand on new materials.

Saves land, energy, water and other valuable
natural resources

be a part of the solution:

recycle!

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



is it 
worth 

it?

say no to single use items!

pbe a art of the solution:

refuse!

dont need it? don’t take it
QUICK
TIPS!

Some items, including plastic nets for fruits and vegetables, 
plastic cutlery, plates and straws are used only once but take 

hundreds of years to decompose. They are convenient but not 
worth the damage they inflict on the environment.

Whenever possible, choose products
that do not come in plastic netting or
packaging.

Use a reuseable bag or basket instead of
getting one every time you go shopping.

Refuse free promotional material that
you will not use

School Color Scheme

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



Different waste materials are collected in separate bins. 
Organic waste can be composted or turned into biogas. 
Inorganic waste like metals, plastic and paper can be 
collected and processed in a resource recovery plant.

waste if mixed, resources if separated

waste separation at school

BENEFITS OF WASTE SEPARATION

Increased resource recovery

Creation of jobs

Decreased pollution

Conservation and sustainable 
management of natural 

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 
SAVING THE WORLd starts with you

resources 

  

cheme



AVERAGE WASTE GENERATED 
PER PERSON GLOBALLY 

MY waste, our wealth

  

IT WAS ONCE WASTE, ITS NOW OUR WEALTH

We benefit from a cleaner environment with healthier ecosystems
because it means improved quality of life for all with minimal
pollution of our air, land and water.

d
0.74   
kg per ay 

WE ALL GENERATE WASTE, WE CAN ALL BENEFIT FROM IT!

By adopting the 5Rs
By separating household waste

By participating in municipal clean up days

By taking initiative, for example engaging
your local government representative in waste
management issues and raising awareness 
for existing problems.

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 

How can my community convert waste to wealth?



be responsible for your waste!

say not to food waste!

IS IT REALLY WASTE?

QUICK
TIPS!

be a part of the solution:

rethink!
Most of the items we throw away, are actually not waste but
resources. For example, a glass bottle can be reused to store

drinking water and can last for many years. Plastic bottles
can be used as raw materials to manufacture clothes

Avoid overstocking on perishable food when shopping

Left-over left food is a precious resource. It can be used
to create clean energy and organic fertilizer!

Biogas and composting plants are low-cost technologies
that transform organic waste into environmentally
friendly resources

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 

0.74   



be generous and save the planet!

what can i reuse?
QUICK
TIPS!

Gift clothes, books and toys that have been outgrown to 
friends and family!

Broken items can be repaired and reused. Repurpose old 
household items! 

choose second hand clothes and items when shopping 
instead of brand new ones

be a part of the solution:

re-use! mitumba vendors by ninara on flickr

Reusing a “waste” item means that you do not have to buy a new product to 
replace it. It can be used again for the same function or be reused for an 

entirely different purpose.  In this way you reduce the amount of waste you 
generate and save money as well as energy and resources that

would have been used to make a new product

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



minimise waste by choosing wisely

how can i reduce my waste?
QUICK
TIPS!

p lbe a art of the so ution:

reduce!
DO YOU 
REALLY 

NEED IT?

Cook at home and pack leftover food for lunch instead of
buying takeaway. This will minimise plastic and food waste
and save you money!

Get a reusable bottle and carry your water around instead
of buying water in plastic bottles all the time.

r

 

We all should be more careful regarding the waste we generate. 
How many times do we buy items that we do not need?

When buying something, it is important to consider whether you
eally need it, how it was produced, what its environmental impact 

is, and how it will be disposed.

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



recycle today for a better tomorrow

saving the world starts WITH YOU

benefits of recycling

artists using waste plastics to make beads and jewellery 

Recycling means that a “waste” product is remade into either the same 
product or something different. For example, used paper can be converted 
back into ‘fresh’ paper. plastic can be converted to synthetic threads, fence 

posts, beads and jewellery

Saves landfill space and in that way reduces
environmental impact

Recovers material that was used to make the
product reducing demand on new materials.

Saves land, energy, water and other valuable
natural resources

be a part of the solution:

recycle!

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



is it 
worth 

it?

say no to single use items!

pbe a art of the solution:

refuse!

dont need it? don’t take it
QUICK
TIPS!

Some items, including plastic nets for fruits and vegetables, 
plastic cutlery, plates and straws are used only once but take 

hundreds of years to decompose. They are convenient but not 
worth the damage they inflict on the environment.

Whenever possible, choose products
that do not come in plastic netting or
packaging.

Use a reuseable bag or basket instead of
getting one every time you go shopping.

Refuse free promotional material that
you will not use

School Color Scheme

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



Different waste materials are collected in separate bins. 
Organic waste can be composted or turned into biogas. 
Inorganic waste like metals, plastic and paper can be 
collected and processed in a resource recovery plant.

waste if mixed, resources if separated

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 
SAVING THE WORLd starts with you

waste separation at work

BENEFITS OF WASTE SEPARATION

Increased resource recovery

Creation of jobs

Decreased pollution

Conservation and sustainable 
management of natural resources 



AVERAGE WASTE GENERATED 
PER PERSON GLOBALLY 

MY waste, our wealth

  

IT WAS ONCE WASTE, ITS NOW OUR WEALTH

We benefit from a cleaner environment with healthier ecosystems
because it means improved quality of life for all with minimal
pollution of our air, land and water.

d
0.74   
kg per ay 

WE ALL GENERATE WASTE, WE CAN ALL BENEFIT FROM IT!

By adopting the 5Rs
By separating household waste

By participating in municipal clean up days

By taking initiative, for example engaging
your local government representative in waste
management issues and raising awareness 
for existing problems.

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 

How can my community convert waste to wealth?



be responsible for your waste!

say not to food waste!

IS IT REALLY WASTE?

QUICK
TIPS!

be a part of the solution:

rethink!
Most of the items we throw away, are actually not waste but
resources. For example, a glass bottle can be reused to store

drinking water and can last for many years. Plastic bottles
can be used as raw materials to manufacture clothes

Avoid overstocking on perishable food when shopping

Left-over left food is a precious resource. It can be used
to create clean energy and organic fertilizer!

Biogas and composting plants are low-cost technologies
that transform organic waste into environmentally
friendly resources

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 

0.74   



be generous and save the planet!

what can i reuse?
QUICK
TIPS!

Gift clothes, books and toys that have been outgrown to 
friends and family!

Broken items can be repaired and reused. Repurpose old 
household items! 

choose second hand clothes and items when shopping 
instead of brand new ones

be a part of the solution:

re-use! mitumba vendors by ninara on flickr

Reusing a “waste” item means that you do not have to buy a new product to 
replace it. It can be used again for the same function or be reused for an 

entirely different purpose.  In this way you reduce the amount of waste you 
generate and save money as well as energy and resources that

would have been used to make a new product

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



minimise waste by choosing wisely

how can i reduce my waste?
QUICK
TIPS!

p lbe a art of the so ution:

reduce!
DO YOU 
REALLY 

NEED IT?

Cook at home and pack leftover food for lunch instead of
buying takeaway. This will minimise plastic and food waste
and save you money!

Get a reusable bottle and carry your water around instead
of buying water in plastic bottles all the time.

r

 

We all should be more careful regarding the waste we generate. 
How many times do we buy items that we do not need?

When buying something, it is important to consider whether you
eally need it, how it was produced, what its environmental impact 

is, and how it will be disposed.

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



recycle today for a better tomorrow

saving the world starts WITH YOU

benefits of recycling

artists using waste plastics to make beads and jewellery 

Recycling means that a “waste” product is remade into either the same 
product or something different. For example, used paper can be converted 
back into ‘fresh’ paper. plastic can be converted to synthetic threads, fence 

posts, beads and jewellery

Saves landfill space and in that way reduces
environmental impact

Recovers material that was used to make the
product reducing demand on new materials.

Saves land, energy, water and other valuable
natural resources

be a part of the solution:

recycle!

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 



is it 
worth 

it?

say no to single use items!

pbe a art of the solution:

refuse!

dont need it? don’t take it
QUICK
TIPS!

Some items, including plastic nets for fruits and vegetables, 
plastic cutlery, plates and straws are used only once but take 

hundreds of years to decompose. They are convenient but not 
worth the damage they inflict on the environment.

Whenever possible, choose products
that do not come in plastic netting or
packaging.

Use a reuseable bag or basket instead of
getting one every time you go shopping.

Refuse free promotional material that
you will not use

School Color Scheme

Want to take action? Find out how at:  https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities-campaign 


