
 

 

  

Summary  

Webinar “Innovative Experiences of Cities on Environmental Sustainability and Climate Action 

through South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC)” 

 10 November 2021 

Background 

The United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) promotes, coordinates, and supports 

South-South and triangular cooperation globally. Through the South-South Cities Project, UNOSSC fosters 

city-to-city partnerships, the exchange of innovative approaches, and with the support of UN system 

agencies, the development of pilot projects in cities in developing countries. The United Nations Human 

Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) promotes socially and environmentally sustainable human 

settlements development and the achievement of adequate shelter for all. Through its Waste Wise Cities 

programme, UN-Habitat inspires, catalyzes, guides, monitors, enables, and mobilizes support for local 

governments to work towards improved waste management, resource efficiency and sustainable cities 

and communities,  

From May to June 2021, UNOSSC and UN-Habitat opened a joint call for submissions, inviting city 

stakeholders to share their innovative experiences on environmental sustainability and climate change. 

Twelve cases have been selected and included in the report “Innovative Experiences of Cities on 

Environmental Sustainability and Climate Action through South-South and Triangular Cooperation”.   

In the context of the UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow (COP26) held from 31 October-12 

November 2021, UNOSSC and UN Habitat launched the publication in a webinar aimed to provide useful 

insights on practical and effective solutions to inspire, replicate and upscale South-South and triangular 

cooperation at the sub-national level towards addressing climate change and fostering environmental 

sustainability in different contexts. 

At the webinar, UNOSSC also presented the South-South Cities Clusters hosted on the South-South Galaxy 

platform, an interactive space that aims to bring together networks of cities, institutions, and experts to 

facilitate horizontal cooperation and exchange. The platform enables sub-national government 

representatives and other development actors to engage in thematic capacity development, knowledge-

sharing and SSTC activities for mutual benefit. UNOSSC and UN-Habitat invited cities representatives to 

join the Cities Cluster on Waste Management, Green Cities & Renewable Energy.  

Format 

- Presentations and panel discussion among local government representatives, think 

tanks, private sector companies, and international organizations and cities partners.  

- The webinar was recorded via Zoom Meeting platform and broadcasted through 

UNOSSC and partner’s media channels. 

 

I. Opening remarks  
 

https://www.unsouthsouth.org/
https://southsouthcities.org/
https://unhabitat.org/
https://unhabitat.org/waste-wise-cities


1. Ms. Xiaojun Grace Wang, Deputy Director for Programme and Operations, United Nations Office for 
South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) 
 
Ms. Wang introduced the event mentioning that the joint report provides useful insights into practical 
and effective solutions adopted by Southern regions, cities and municipalities to address climate 
change and foster environmental sustainability and that UNOSSC aims to enhance “knowledge sharing 
and South-South cooperation so that successes can be adapted, replicated and scaled up by other 
countries and cities and localities around the world.” 
 
Ms. Wang thanked local governments and municipal authorities that have enthusiastically 
contributed to the publication and specially to UN-Habitat for another fruitful collaboration in the 
spirit of unleashing the potential of SSTC for the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.   
 

2. Video message from Mr. Rafael Tuts, Director, Global Solutions Division, United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 
Mr. Tuts highlighted the importance of putting people at the center of the development process and 

ensure that no one and no place is left behind.  “Over the recent years, we have learned that - while 

every city is unique, they also face similar and common challenges across the world. Most importantly: 

they have accumulated experiences to share and to learn from each other.” 

“This publication provides selected examples of those experiences and the need for strong local 

leadership and coordination between all stakeholders including local and national governments, 

businesses, communities and civil society organisations to achieve the Sustainable Development 

Goals by acting timely and together,” he added. 

 

II. Panel presentations – moderated by by Nele Kapp, Associate Officer, Urban Basic Services Section, 
UN-Habitat 
 

1. Introducing the report “Innovative Experiences of Cities on Environmental Sustainability and Climate 
Action through SSTC” by Mr. Moritz Weigel, Senior Research and Programme Advisor, UNOSSC 
Mr. Weigel presented the process of the elaboration of the report and thanked all cities and localities 

that have contributed to it. Mr. Weigel highlighted that South-South and triangular cooperation can 

be an important component in realizing innovative solutions to address environmental sustainability 

and climate change challenges.  

2. Experience of Monrovia, Liberia: Increasing climate-resilience in informal coastal communities 
through infrastructure development by Francisco Lopez, Country Programme Manager, 
UNOPS/Cities Alliance 
Mr. Lopez presented the case of Monrovia, Liberia where a small-community driven project on 
infrastructure development increased climate resilience in several informal coastal communities. 
The Cities Alliance’s Community Upgrading Fund (CUF) enables informal communities to work 
together with local and national authorities in Liberia to address basic infrastructure and service 
needs in often neglected urban areas. As of today, the CUF has benefited over 350,000 people in 
Greater Monrovia, including through improving the climate resilience of coastal communities.  
  



3. Experience of Dehradun, India: Spearheading community-driven waste management by Chirag 
Mahajan, Senior Manager for Strategic Partnerships & Communications, Waste Warriors Society  
Mr. Mahajan presented the project of Waste Warriors focused on working with the community to 
build development and to build sustainable solid waste management solutions and systems that 
require an integrated approach. The Model Ward Programme is a community-driven waste 
management initiative that raises awareness and provides training to residential communities, 
businesses and public institutions to improve solid waste management by changing behaviours 
towards segregation of waste, organic composting, and the use of dustbins. 

 

4. Experience of Lishui, China, by Huang Yan, Deputy Director, International Center on Small Hydro-
power  
Ms. Huang Yan presented the model for the effective integration of green hydropower, water and 
biodiversity conservation, urban development, and eco-tourism developed in Lishui City, in Zhejiang 
Province, China. The model includes effective policies, regulations and incentives, technology 
innovations, gender-sensitive approaches, and international and domestic financing solutions. The 
implementation of the model resulted in a city-wide innovation system for sustainable energy and 
urban development with achievements regarding low-emission climate-resilient development and 
the SDGs, that are being extended through South-South and triangular cooperation.  
 

5. Experience of Tandil, Argentina: Promoting agroecology for sustainable food systems by Ignacio 
Iglesias, Municipality of Tandil, Argentina  
Mr. Iglesias introduced the project “El Arraigo” from the Municipality of Tandil focusing on 

production, promotion and education for the community. It’s an alternative sustainable food system 

for its local population. The initiative successfully introduced institutional arrangements at the 

municipal level for advancing agroecological production and demonstrated the socio-economic and 

environmental benefits of this production method 

6. Experience of Can Tho, Viet Nam: Waste-to-energy project by Mr. Chen Wei, General Manager, 
China Everbright Environmental Energy (Can Tho).  
Mr. Chen Wei presented the project about the waste-to-energy plant in Cần Thơ, financed, 
constructed, and operated by China Everbright Environment Group Ltd. (Everbright Environment) 
since 2018. As a public-private partnership, it has contributed significantly to improving domestic 
waste management through recovery of resources. As an excellent example of South-South 
cooperation and investment, the plant is the first modern waste-to-energy project in Viet Nam and 
now serves as an important demonstration site.  
 

7. Experience of Latin American Cities: Shifting to zero-emission buses by Francisco José Moura de 
Castro, Special Advisor for Sustainability, Municipality of São Paulo, Brazil 
Mr. Moura de Castro introduced the international Zero Emission Bus Rapid-deployment Accelerator 
(ZEBRA) initiative that supports major Latin American cities to accelerate the implementation of zero-
emission buses. It does so by translating political commitments into fleet-wide deployment strategies 
and innovative business models, securing commitments from bus manufactures to make zero-
emission bus technologies adapted to local circumstances available, facilitating financing and sharing 
good practices among cities within the region.  
  

8. Experience of San José, Costa Rica: Improved urban planning through monitoring of land use and 
land cover change by Francini Acuña, UNDP Costa Rica 



Ms. Acuña presented a new tool, developed by the government of Costa Rica and UNDP, for 
monitoring changes in urban landscapes that enables improved planning and decision-making 
processes regarding the maintenance, extension, and connectivity of urban green areas in the 
Greater Metropolitan Area of San José in Costa Rica.   
 

III. Video presentation of South-South Cities Clusters 
 

IV. Concluding remarks by Ms. Xiaojun Grace Wang, Deputy Director, UNOSSC 
Ms. Wang thanks all participants from cities and localities for their inspiring experiences and positive 

changes taking place in the Global South. It is important to keep in mind the urgency of climate action. 

SSTC is a good way to promote knowledge exchange and partnership brokering between cities and 

localities from developing and developed countries, to exchange technologies and take practical 

actions towards advancing on the SDGs and tackling this global challenge.   
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