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Caption: Nana Hadiza, a 28 years old woman with 

her 20 months old twins Housseina and Hassana, 

at the CHU Hospital of Maradi, in the South of 

Niger. The babies are recovering from 

malnutrition, and given Plumpy’nut and H100 

supplements.  
 

In Niger 15 % of children under five years of age 

are actually malnourished. Children suffering 

from severe acute malnutrition are 11 times more 

likely to die than a well-nourished child. 

 

Report prepared by: Simon Johansson  
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According to the global nutrition report 2020 published by UNICEF, almost a quarter of all children under 

5 years of age are stunted. At the same time, overweight and obesity are increasing rapidly in nearly 

every country in the world. Glaring inequalities are reported as amongst root causes. Underweight is a 

persisting issue for the poorest countries and can be ten times higher than in wealthier countries while 

overweight and obesity prevail in wealthier countries at rates of up to five times higher than in poorer 

countries.  

There are approximately 516.5 million malnourished individuals living in the Asia and Pacific region and 

about 239 million malnourished living in Sub-Saharan Africa. Malnourished children risk losing 10 

percent of their earning potential over the life course while estimates also suggests that, due to child 

undernutrition, African countries are losing the equivalent of between 1.9 and 16.5 percent of their GDP1. 

Globally, there are 821.6 million people that are considered undernourished or starving.2 Around 45 

percent of deaths among children under 5 years of age are linked to undernutrition3. 

Covid-19 exacerbated the already fragile situation of global nutrition especially for poor and vulnerable 

families, exposing the vulnerability and weaknesses of already fragile food systems. Accessibility and 

affordability of healthy, sustainably produced food becomes even more challenging. Access to staple 

food distribution and local food markets becomes at risk and millions of households in formerly food-

secure regions of the world have fallen into severe food insecurity. In battling the pandemic, 

governments are driven to reduce social services such as family allowances and school nutrition 

programmes that are a lifeline for vulnerable populations.  The virus’ impact on the economy caused 

food and nutrition shortages, again unevenly impacting different groups of the population.   

In building back better, governments take measures to ensure that there is enough nutritious food, 

distributed fairly, to cover basic nutrition needs – especially for the most vulnerable. This is reflected in 

the African Union’s declaration of 2022 as the year of nutrition with the theme of “Building resilience in 

nutrition on the African continent: Accelerate the human capital and social economic development”. 

Moreover, the African Union and AUDA-NEPAD has in place the African Regional Nutrition strategy 

(ARNS) which was initially developed to guide member states on nutrition policies and programs over a 

period of 10 years from 1993 – 2004; 2005- 2015 and 2015-2025. The ARNS 2015-2025 calls on all AU 

Member States to put together multi-sectoral nutrition action plans, budgets and expenditure tracking 

system for effective implementation and monitoring of nutrition interventions. 

UNICEF and WFP call for better food systems for nutritious diets, better integration of nutrition services 

in health care systems, better financing, and better data. The world needs a more equitable, sustainable 

nutritious, efficient and inclusive food systems everywhere, as the UN Food Systems Summit strongly 

advocated for launching global coalition to support national food system transformation pathways. 

Similarly, Africa Common Position4 which was led AUDA-NEPAD on UN Food Systems provides a 

synthesis of member states’ expressed views, perspectives and priorities as well as ambitions on key 

issues shaping Africa’s and the global food systems. 

 

 
1 African Union 2022: The Year of Nutrition  
2 Global Hunger Index 2020: countries most affected by hunger, Published by M. Szmigiera, Oct 12, 2021 
3 Black, E. R, et al., 2013. Maternal and child undernutrition and overweight in low-income and middle-income countries, 

Lancet 2013; 382: 427–51  
4 Africa Common Position of Food Systems – Regional to the UN Food Systmes Summit, 2021 

https://au.int/en/theme/2022/year-nutrition?fbclid=IwAR2xspNAo69vMXTnUh27VRJxrG8DcMX5hvERS6zmN_XgGeksjENOiPLqkeY
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South-South and triangular cooperation (SSTC), mentioned in SDG 17 as one of the partnership 

modalities for delivering the 2030 Agenda, plays an important role in increasing timely access to relevant 

solutions, experiences and technical assistance from the Global South; sharing knowledge, know-how 

and technology; and strengthening cooperation among countries. Through SSTC, developing countries 

are turning to neighbouring and partner countries for more sustained collaboration through mutual 

learning and bilateral cooperation. At the 20th meeting of the High-Level Committee on South-South 

Cooperation held in June 2021 and the United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation held in 

September 2021, countries called for greater sharing of good practices, knowledge and technical 

expertise through SSTC for all areas of the 2030 Agenda including food security and nutrition. They 

invited UN agencies to continue to support and promote SSTC, in complement to other partnership 

modalities. 

WFP has facilitated several nutrition SSTC initiatives that have been successful in enhancing national 

capacity to design and deliver effective nutrition and nutrition-sensitive interventions by complementing 

WFP’s activities in host countries. For example, capacity development and technology transfers through 

study visits and expert deployments have supported the spread of rice fortification practices across 

Africa, Asia and Latin America to reduce micronutrient deficiency. Many of these cross-country 

initiatives triggered investments in food security and nutrition, and inspired Governments to adopt 

innovative approaches to address malnutrition. Through the support of WFP Centres of Excellence in 

Brazil and Cote d’Ivoire (CERFAM) intra- and inter-regional peer learning initiatives have been promoted 

to support nutrition-sensitive social protection programmes by tapping into the experience of Brazil and 

African countries in this area.  

This global webinar intends to bring together practitioners and experts from governments, development 

agencies and other institutions in the Global South to discuss how SSTC can contribute to “building back 

better for children’s nutrition” and accelerating country-led progress on SDG 2. Findings from the 

webinar will inform UNICEF’s and WFP’s SSTC efforts to facilitate efficient and effective exchange of 

knowledge and experiences and adaptation of relevant solutions on nutrition through SSTC. 

Despite serious challenges in delivering the SDG 2 targets for undernutrition and malnutrition, progress 

has been made. For example, the prevalence of people worldwide that are undernourished has 

decreased over the last decades, from 18.7 percent in 1990-92 to 10.8 percent in 2018.5 There is much for 

countries to share as well as to learn from each other and SSTC provides a framework for sustained 

partnerships amongst countries in a spirit of mutual learning and solidarity in addressing common 

problems. 

• Highlight the potential and value of SSTC in delivering the SDG 2 targets, in particular, reducing 

prevalence of undernutrition and malnutrition and identify challenges that could be addressed 

through SSTC. 

• Showcase good practices and solutions and share lessons learned and challenges in 

combating undernutrition and malnutrition amongst children. 

 
5 Global Hunger Index 2020: countries most affected by hunger, Published by M. Szmigiera, Oct 12, 2021 
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• Raise awareness on the benefits of country-to-country learning on actions, experiences, 

lessons learnt and good practices on ensuring continued access of babies (under-5) and 

children to nutritious diets especially in the midst of COVID-19. 

• Discuss how governments, development agencies, international organizations and other 

stakeholders can build partnerships, adapt solutions and increase access to technical 

cooperation and resources through SSTC in reimagining and transforming food systems and 

equitable access of children to adequate nutritious food.  

• Identify potential strategic pathways and priority areas where UNICEF and WFP can jointly 

support countries in the Global South, especially LDCs to accelerate progress on children’s 

nutrition. 

 

 

AUDA-NEPAD, UNICEF and WFP in collaboration with Socialprotection.org are organizing this webinar to 

discuss solutions and challenges and call for better food systems for nutritious diets, better integration of 

nutrition services in health care systems, better financing, and better data. The world needs a more 

equitable, sustainable nutritious, efficient and inclusive food systems everywhere, as advocated at the UN 

Food Systems Summit for the launch of a global coalition to support national food system transformation 

pathways. 
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Timor. Mr. De Margerie holds a MA in 
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Thank you, I am indeed based in WFP HQ in Rome, but today I am very happy to call from Lusaka in 

Zambia. A warm good morning or good afternoon to all of you on the call today and thank you for taking 

the time to join us on this very important subject, it is a great pleasure to be here with all of you.  

First, let me express my thanks to colleagues of UNICEF and AUDA-NEPAD for joining their efforts with 

WFP to organize this webinar, also to the Socialprotection.org team for hosting the event. This webinar 

is a breakthrough event we believe, as it marks the start of a collaboration between WFP, UNICEF and 

AUDA-NEPAD on South-South and Triangular Cooperation, or SSTC as we call it.  

The aim of this partnership is to support countries in Africa to advance their progress on nutrition by 

tapping into the wealth of resources, expertise and homegrown innovations available in the global 

South.  

By expanding their long-standing partnership to include SSTC, WFP and UNICEF are jointly responding 

to the call of the Second High-level UN Conference on South-South Cooperation, known as BAPA+40, 

which I had the pleasure to attend in Argentina three years ago. On that occasion representatives from 

developing countries requested increased support from the UN to engage in South-South Cooperation 

including through enhanced inter-agency collaboration.  

This call stems from the growing awareness that SSTC is a powerful tool to accelerate country-led 

progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals the UN has recently approved the first UN 

System-wide Strategy on South-South and Triangular Cooperation with the aim to ensure more 

coordinated and coherent support to Member States on SSTC and to increase impact across UN 

activities at all levels; global, regional, national and local.  

The SSTC partnership between UNICEF and WFP is a concrete contribution to the implementation of the 

UN System-wide Strategy on SSTC as well as the African Regional Nutrition Strategy. WFP and UNICEF 

are well-positioned to help African countries capture, document and share their good practices and 

homegrown solutions to achieve nutrition targets. They can do so by leveraging their experiences as 

effective SSC brokers and their long-stranding collaboration with national actors including 

governments, NGOs, private sector companies as well as regional and sub-regional institutions such as 

the African Union.  

As SSTC brokers, WFP and UNICEF can facilitate knowledge exchange at the policy, technical and 

grassroot level to do many things, for example, to foster an intersectoral approach to policymaking, to 

promote a nutrition sensitive approach to national transformation pathways, to strengthen the capacity 

of national actors to design and deliver nutrition outcomes and increase investments and mobilize multi-

stakeholder partnerships on nutrition, engaging both public and private sector actors.  

SSTC is a key pathway to realize the vision of the African Union theme for 2022, and I quote, “building 

resilience in nutrition on the African continent”. Stepping up UN support to South-South Cooperation 

has become more relevant than ever as countries face the challenges to recover from COVID-19’s 

devastating impact and this phase, or opportunity, we have now to build back better. WFP is strongly 

committed to work hand-in-hand with UNICEF and AUDA-NEPAD to identify the most relevant avenues 

to support the ambitions of African countries to build resilience in nutrition.  

I wish you all a very rich and engaging discussion today, thank you very much. 
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Ms. Addy is the Director of the Women in 

Agricultural Development Directorate, 

Ministry of Food and Agriculture, and has 
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Thank you to the speakers for the excellent presentations. I do want to acknowledge all the passion and 

the hard work that has not only gone into each presentation, but also all the work and thinking behind 

them. We will have a full-fledge report that will be shared with all the participants, and I just wanted to 

highlight some of the critical messages that we heard today.  

Ms. Kefilwe’s presentation really set the tone of our webinar, it underlined the urgency of addressing 

malnutrition and undernutrition in Africa and we heard the message loud and clear that many countries 

actually are not on track to End hunger, on the contrary hunger is on the rise in Africa.  

The shocking number, and it should be a wake-up call, to many of us who are working in this area that 

in Africa, of 55 Member States, 49 are not on track to achieve the Malabo Declaration target on Ending 

Hunger by 2025. It was also heartening to hear about all the frameworks implemented, the guidelines 

and tools that are available and the high-level political commitment in place to address these issues.  

The presentations from Ms. Addy and Mr. Mofu were rich in sharing their experiences and some of the 

commonalities that I noted was the importance of a comprehensive and multisectoral approach, 

focusing on the policy level work, and how it is important to plan and have it ready, including the 

budgeting guidelines for nutrition, and the role of awareness raising and having a commitment at a the 

highest level as in Zambia.  

One common challenge in both Ghana and Zambia that stood out to me personally was the 

undernutrition and women, the obesity of women that is higher than men and it highlights the fact of 

how important the gender dimension is in nutrition.  

In terms of recommendations from the speakers, I wanted to recognize the importance of continued 

collection of empirical data, sharing of information and good practices amongst countries, and 

investments into food systems, really a wholesome approach to better integrate nutrition services in 

health care systems. Overall, I think all the participants addressed the key role of South-South and 

Triangular Cooperation in ending malnutrition.  

The WFP presentation was very clear on how important it is to have a structured way of facilitating 

knowledge exchange between the countries and the intersectoral approach as well. The policy level, 

the SSTC, the technical level support I think all build towards having a successful exchange between 

countries, really driving change for, as Ms. Kenngott mentioned, saving lives and achieving change in 

the lives of people for zero hunger.  

In terms of the next steps, AUDA-NEPAD, IPC-IG, UNICEF and WFP will share with all participants the 

presentations, the summary report and recording of the webinar. As partners we are committed to 

continuing to showcase solutions, good practices on nutrition and initiatives towards SDG 2 and the 

Malabo Declaration targets. Many of these have been documented by partners but I think it will be 

important to continue to support further documentation and facilitate the dissemination of knowledge 

through country-to-country learning.  

Driven by country demands and building on the outcomes of this webinar, we aim to increase South-

South and Triangular Cooperation exchanges and learning amongst countries in Africa as well as with 

other regions where solutions and lessons learned can be applied in African countries. Strengthened 

partnerships for SSTC for nutrition will contribute to real action and results.  

Thank you so much for attending and thank you for giving me this opportunity moderator.  
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https://www.globalhungerindex.org/pdf/en/2021.pdf
https://globalnutritionreport.org/reports/2020-global-nutrition-report/
https://globalnutritionreport.org/reports/2020-global-nutrition-report/
https://globalnutritionreport.org/reports/2020-global-nutrition-report/
https://www.wfp.org/publications/evaluation-wfp-south-south-and-triangular-cooperation-policy
https://www.wfp.org/publications/evaluation-wfp-south-south-and-triangular-cooperation-policy
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pages/32895-file-arns_english.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pages/32895-file-arns_english.pdf

